A total of 2431 fine needle aspirates of symptomatic breast lumps was performed on 2096 patients over the last three years at the weekly head, neck and breast clinic at the Belfast City Hospital Trust. Diagnostic accuracy was achieved within the recommended standards although the "insufficient" rate was high at 31.8 %. False negative and positive rates were low and the positive predictive value for malignancy was 99%. Excision biopsy for benign breast disease had decreased by almost a third during this period. Fine needle aspiration cytology is a highly accurate and cost-effective technique for the investigation of symptomatic breast lumps and results in significant savings.
INTRODUCTION
Fine needle aspiration cytology (FNAC) is now a well established investigative technique for the pre-operative diagnosis of breast lumps. It has gained wide acceptance due to its simplicity, high accuracy, tolerability and cost effectiveness. Complications following the procedure are rare. There has been a weekly FNAC service for the head, neck and breast clinic at the Belfast City Hospital since 1990. This audit covers the last three years. The aim is to assess our diagnostic accuracy and to determine if we have achieved the standards set by the National Health Service Breast Screening Programme (NHSBSP), which also apply to symptomatic cases.' PATIENTS 
